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27th September 2024 
E-safety Newsletter Autumn term 1 2024 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome back! It’s great to have the children back, settling into the new school year and developing their 

friendships and social skills along with their peers. 

 

As adults we know that relationships don’t always run smoothly all of the time and navigating them can be 

difficult at times. For the children, particularly those just starting to navigate interactions with their peers, 

this can be somewhat of a rollercoaster at times.  

It is important for us to be mindful that this becomes all the more challenging when our children are trying 

to navigate these new relationships online without the safety net of an adult there in the moment to 

support and guide them. 

 

With that in mind, we would like to urge all parents to please monitor your child’s online interactions and 

promote a culture of openness and being ‘safe to talk’ so that your child feels able to share any concerning 

experience with you (even if they have found themselves doing the wrong thing or landing on a webpage 

they know they shouldn’t be on). We want them to know they can come to us for help and reassurance. 

 

Some concerns have been brought to our attention, by parents and pupils, that there have been several 

group chats set up on Whatsapp amongst our pupils over the Summer holidays, and recently. There have 

been some interactions that have caused some children some upset and this has spilled over into school. 

There have been incidences of children being added to group chats that they do not want to be part of, 

and group chats that some children are being left out of, or added to but only to view messages without 

being able to send messages, meaning they can be spoken about but cannot respond. 

 

Please note that Whatsapp has an advisory age restriction of 13+ to protect children with a chronological 

(or emotional developmental) age below that. 

 

There are some new features to Whatsapp that you may not be aware of, and as always, these bring more 

complexities and risk. I have attached an updated Whatsapp Guide for Parents. Please share this with your 

child and help them to set up their privacy settings so that they can ensure that not all (or any) of their 

phone contacts can add them to a group without their permission, or view and use their Profile photos. 

Please note, that if your child’s Whatsapp settings enable anyone to add them to a group, every member 

of those groups will have access to your child’s phone number and be able to contact them. We have 

advised pupils to ensure their Whatsapp Privacy setting does not allow contacts to add them to groups, 

especially groups of people who are not already their contacts. 

This is something that ‘The 2 Johns’ have advised the pupils and parents of in each of the E-safety 

workshops we have run in the last 2 years. Some pupils will be aware of these settings and know how to 

change them. However, please be aware that when updates happen, sometimes the default settings are 

resumed so we need to check our Privacy settings frequently. 
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If you and your child are not sure how to do this, please let us know and we will show them how. 

 

I have also attached a Parent Guide to supporting children to deal with upsetting content with some very 

helpful advice.  

 

If your child has expressed concerns, that you would like advice or support to address, please do not 

hesitate to let us know; we will be more than happy to support and advise you or signpost you to further 

advisory services. Please see the school’s website for any previous term’s E-safety newsletters that you 

may have missed. 

 
Yours sincerely 

 
Sharyn Ailara, Deputy Head Teacher 

BSc (Hons), PGCE, SENDCo Accreditation, NPQSL 
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