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28th March 2024 
E-safety Newsletter End of Spring term 2024 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
As we go into the Easter Holidays, we wanted to share with you some of the useful guides and information 
that we share with our staff team to keep us up to date with the trends and concerns that we must always 
be vigilant to in our endeavour to keep our children and young people safe. 
 
We know that our students have a lot of support, both in school and at home, to help them to keep safe 
and healthy but as they mature and start to seek more social independence, it gets harder for us adults to 
keep one step ahead of them. 
 
Essex County Council have asked us to alert parents to the worrying rise in gangs working in our students’ 
local areas. We know that our young people are very vulnerable (due to their SEND needs), but some of 
them do not believe this themselves, and this puts them at an even higher risk. County lines gangs seek out 
the most vulnerable young people to exploit. They may offer children gifts such as, food, takeaways, 
trainers, and dangerous substances such as alcohol or vapes etc, that young children cannot access for 
themselves (this makes them more appealing gifts) in response for them completing short tasks / deliveries 
which children may not be aware could be delivering drugs or other illegal substances. They then become 
at risk of going ‘missing’ (being sent out of their area, often travelling long distances by train). Please be 
vigilant and question any unknown / unplanned gifts (including online gifts in games) or provisions your 
children receive from places outside the family or new people in the community or online from people 
your children become ‘friends’ with. 
 
The ECC Involvement Service’s 2023 Missing Film can be found here. 
 
As vaping has become an increasingly popular trend amongst teenagers and as the most current research 
has found that the risks to health are very concerning, we have also been asked to share information on 
this with you also. I have attached a child-friendly poster to help you to share this information with your 
children. 
 
Our online safety guide for this half term is also attached. This guide offers parents support in managing 
the impact when children come across online content that they may find upsetting. 
 
Attached to this newsletter, you will find two parent factsheets: 

1. A parent guide to vaping. 
2. A parent guide to supporting children to deal with upsetting content. 

 
 
I know that considering these risks can feel very worrying, but by staying informed and alert to the current 
trends and their possible dangers, we remain in the best possible position to support our children and keep 
them safe. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xDofUDJ7QE8
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As always, if you have any concerns that you would like to receive advice for, please do not hesitate to get 
in touch. 
 
I hope that you and your children have a very happy and safe Easter! 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Sharyn Ailara, Deputy Head Teacher 

BSc (Hons), PGCE, SENDCo Accreditation 
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